CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS

part in the normal working-through of the infantile depressive
position. Failure to work successfully through this position
may lead to the predominance of one or another of the flight-
mechanisms referred to and thus to a severe psychosis or a

neurosis.

I have emphasized in this paper that, in my view, the infantile
depressive position is the central position in the child's develop-
ment. The normal development of the child and its capacity
for love would seem to rest largely on how the ego works through
this nodal position. This again depends on the modification
undergone by the earliest mechanisms (which remain at work
in normal persons) in accordance with the changes in the ego's
relations to its objects, and especially on a successful interplay
between the depressive, the manic and the obsessional positions
and mechanisms.
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